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REPLY AND AMENDMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. 81,111 

Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the non-final Office Action mailed on September 3, 2002, please amend 



$[) the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Kindly cancel claims 13-17. 
Please amend claim 22 as follows: 



C (Amended) A method for treating thyroiditis comprising administering a 

therapeutically effective amount of a gp39 antagonist selected from the group consisting of an 
anti-gp39 antibody or fragment thereof that binds gp39, soluble CD40 and a CD40 fusion 

protein. 

REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing amendments, reconsideration and re-examination of the subject 
application, as amended, pursuant to and consistent with 37 C.F.R. §1.112, and in light of the 
remarks which follow are respectfully requested. By the present amendments, claims 13-17 
have been cancelled without prejudice to their being refiled in a continuing or divisional 
application. Essentially, Applicants maintain that the prior art fails to teach or suggest the 
administration of a gp39 antagonist to intervene in cellular-mediated immune responses, and 
more specifically T cell responses that are involved in tissue destruction and other T cell 
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